Continental Drift Mystery


Is the theory of continental drift true?  It is your job to find out!  Decide whether the clues support the theory of continental drift, or whether they do not support the theory of continental drift.  Explain your answer.

1. Do the clues support the theory of continental drift? ______________________________

2. Explain how you grouped the clues in order to make your decision. _________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

3. In your own words, use evidence from the clues to support or refute the theory of continental drift.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

	Clue # 1:

A fossil of the extinct Glossopteris plant was found in South Africa.



	Clue #2:

Mesosaurus was a reptile that swam in freshwater ponds, lakes, and rivers.



	Clue #3:

Folded mountains are formed from rocks in the earth’s crust that have been crumpled by forces within the earth.



	Clue #4:

Deposits of salts, coal, and limestone come from coral reefs.  Most salts today form in areas between 10 degrees and 35 degrees North and South of the equator.



	Clue #5:

Coal forms in warm, swampy climates.


	Clue #6:

Large deposits of coal have been discovered in Antarctica.



	Clue #7:

A fossil of the extinct Glossopteris plant was found in Australia.


	Clue #8:
A fossil of the extinct animal Mesosaurus was found in South America.



	Clue #9:
The Cape Mountains in South Africa are folded mountains that extend to the Atlantic Ocean.



	Clue #10:
Salt deposits hundreds of millions of years old have been found in Michigan.


	Clue #11:
Limestone deposits have been found in western Texas.



	Clue #12:
The seeds of the Glossopteris plant are very large.



	Clue #13:
A fossil of the extinct animal Mesosaurus was found in Africa.



	Clue #14:
Mountains located in Buenos Aires, Argentina are folded mountains.



	Clue #15:
Limestone deposits form in tropical climates.




Is the theory of continental drift true?  It is your job to find out!  Explain whether the clues support the theory of continental drift or do not support the theory of continental drift.
1. Did the clues support the theory of continental drift? ___________________________

2. Explain why Clue #1 does or does not support the theory of continental drift?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


3. Explain why Clue #2 does or does not support the theory of continental drift?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


4. Explain why Clue #3 does or does not support the theory of continental drift?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


5. Explain why Clue #4 does or does not support the theory of continental drift?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. Explain why Clue #5 does or does not support the theory of continental drift?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7. Explain why Clue #6 does or does not support the theory of continental drift?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

